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SKETCH, No. Ii. 


[ Vifit to Mr. Onstow continued. | 


Here, faid Mr. Onflow, is the work, or rather the 
fport, of my girls, for I affure you it is of their own 
planning and conducting, and I declare it is the fcene 
of fuch innocent paftime, that I hurry from other com- 
pany, to place myfelf in the midft of my enchanted 
grounds. This exhibition, which has become fuch a 
fource of pleafure, owes its exiftence to a mere acci- 
dental thought. I wifhed that even in their fports, my 
children fhould be acquiring fomething ufeful, I there- 
fore allured them to the care of a bed in the garden, 
but I then had no thoughts of teaching them the fcience 
of botany. I foon perceived, however, that we had hit 
upon a very eafy method of communicating the know- 
ledge of a fcience, which feems, by its tariety, inno- 
cence, and beauty, to be adapted to the female tafte. 
Inftead of prefenting the rudiments of a fcience clothed 
in crabbed terms, at which their natural vivacity would 
revolt, I juft hinted the idea of collecting and cultivat- 
ing every plant that was obferved to bloflom in our 
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fields. The feeds of all fuch were preferved, and many 
exotics procured, and a given number of each, fowed 
on a peice of the garden, without reference to order, 
and with a total ignorance of names. As they fprung 
up in a wild and motly group, the flowers were cut 
off, and the girls foon learned to dry them in fuch a man- 
ner as to preferve every part entire. In the courfe 
of the fummer, the collection imperceptibly increafed, 
and before winter fet in, they had a fpecimen of almoft 
every flower, that ornamented the moft highly culti- 
vated, garden, or that blows in the fields and woods. 
Sometimes on winter evenings, they brought out their 
bafkets, and began to affort their flowers, in a variety 
of ways, but generally according to fize or color. 
They foon found however fome charatteriftic, by 
which they could difcriminate more accurately. Some 
hundreds of plants were now arranged on a few {fheets 
of paper by a faftening of gum, and figally they were 
all reduced to lefs than thirty claffes, which they called 
families. They now applied to me for names, that they 
might more readily defignate the feveral families): 'I ac- 
cordingly jocularly chriftened one, Monandria, another 
Diandria and fo on till I had gone through the whole. 
Thus without a book, we acquired the elements of bot- 
any. But my girls ftopped not here. As the young 
female fancy is always on the wing for pretty things, 
they beganto arrange their fuperfluous flowers into fan- 

ciful clufters, and compofed fome of the moft natural 

pictures that ever ornamented a houfe. The next fea- 

fon, with the feed which they had faved, a new method 

was adopted. The plants were all made to grow in 

the order they had been clafled. Thus, while Julia 
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was nurfing a little family of pinks or daifies, and 
bringing together plants that had only a flight variety 
in leaf or flower, Mary arranged hers on a larger {cale, 
regarding only the general characteriftic of the family 
or tribe, and affembled a motly group of large and 
fmall, who had the fame organs and habits, which like 
the fecret figns of free mafonry, immediately affimilated 
the apparently diffimilar individuals. Thus you may 
fee every fpecies of plant without roving the fields ; 
andthere is not a weed growing in their walks, with 
which they are unacquainted. Mary has juit begun a 
plantation of fruit and foreft trees ; the other day fhe 
came running to me to lament that the oak, which 
fprung from a particular acron fent by a friend in Vir- 
ginia, had ceafed growing for a week paft, and that fhe 
thought it dead, but ftrangely a branch had grown 
out of each fide while it ceafed to grow in height. A 
few days after fhe informed me her oak had ftarted 
again, and now fhe has learned that the like procefs is 
repeated in that and other trees. This infinite varia- 
tion of appearances, keeps their minds perpetually ac- 
tive, and while they are thus imperceptibly becoming 
familiarly acquainted with nature, diffipation and en- 
nui take no hold. 

My friend P. was not long fince paffing this way, 
and obferving the garden, ftopped to examine as he 
fuppofed a wanton collection of pofies, but when he 
came to Mary’s plot, his curiofity was changed, he faid, 
to admiration, for there he-obferved the moft accurate 
arrangement of Linneus. But when you are more at 
leifure, you fhall go round the whole plantation. I 
was fo delighted with my vifit, that I only wait for the 
{pring to open, to introduce my children into my little 
garden in town, and {hall procure for them a few feeds 
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of avariety of plants, which I confider as being more 
ufeful to them than all the fallads I can raife for a 
feries of years. 





Mr. Epiror, 


TuHose who expect to find happinefs in the honors, 
or profits, or pleafures of the world, or in all of them 
combined, will moft certainly mifs their aim. For it is 
not in terreftrial things to fatisfy the mind. ‘They are 
no more capable of affording it durable enjoyment, 
than a mock fun of producing the glorious effects of 
the bright orb of day. And though we have a ftrik- 
ing example in Solomon, who had the faireft opportu- 
nity of trying all things, and who has given us the re- 
fult of his experiments, yet we feem indifpofed to 
4earn wifdom from his dear bought experience, and 
choofe rather to travel the whole reund of madnefs and 
folly, till like the prodigal fon, through total difap- 
pointment and vexation of fpirit, we are driven to vir- 
tue as the dernier refort. But. do I condemn the en- 
joyment of earthly pleafures? By nomeans. *Tis the 
vile excefs only, I blame. All things are given us 
richly to enjoy, and did we but learn of virtue, fhe 
would teach, “ that temperance is true luxury.” Hap- 
py would it be for Columbia, if more care was taken 
to imprefs the principles of virtue on the minds of her 
children. Since early life is the feafon to lay a good 
foundation for future comfort and ufefulnefs, they fhould 
be taught to improve it to the utmoft extent of their 
power. 


«* As the twig is bent, the tree’s inclin’d.” 
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Therefore, to inftruét them in the right way, is to 
fave them one half the labor of life. And is there not 
every inducement to this ? Is not virtue the true glory 
of a nation ? Is it not its nobleft defence ? Do not all 
the bleffings of fociety flow from this fource ? Is it 
not this that makes the hero, the ftatefman, the kind 
hufband, the affectionate wife, the obedient child ? 
What raifed Greece to fuch a pitch of eminence ? 
Was it not this ? What lifted Rome to the fkies ? 
Was it not the fame power ? When fled, did not all 
the elements of vice combine againft her, and pluck up 
the mighty empire by the roots? Or did not vice, 
like a ftrong man armed, bind her in chains, and leave 
her a prey to the fierce barbarians of the north ? Lux- 
ury and effeminency unnerved the Roman foul, which 
till then, was unconquerable. But did virtue fhine 
with fuperior luftre in elder days, when the book of na# 
ture only was opened? And fhall it not now fhine 
with proportioned {plendor, fince a more glorious vol- 
ume is unfolded, and a brighter fun arifen ? Shall not 
Columbia, the land of liberty, peace and plenty, the 
paradife of the world, outvie the “ glory of Rome, and 
the wifdom of Greece ?” Or fhall it perifh likewife ? 
Forbid it heaven! May we never become fo degenerate, 
left the fhades of departed ancient heroes, fhould arife 
in judgment againft us. But rather let the fpirit of 
our forefathers and of departed Wafhington wake in 
our hearts. Let our bofoms burn with emulation and 
teach us to magnify their godlike deeds. Do we hold 
moft facred our rights and liberties ? Were they pur- 
chafed by hunger and thirft, cold and nakednefs, im- 
menfe treafure, the rich blood of free born Columbia, 
and by the death of thoufands of her independent 
and matchlefs fons ? Was the price fo amazing ? And 
fhall they perifh in our hands ? God forbid ! But the 
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throne of freedom can be fupported on no other foun- 
dation than virtue. Remove this ftable bafe, and the 
noble fuperftructure tumbles into ruin. But let our 
government be eftablifhed on the folid rock of public 
virtue, and it fhall flourifhingly endure, v J 










Till the earth is diflolved and the heavens are on flame. 





Let then our young men forfake the temple of vice, 
and abhor to tread her polluted courts, where is confu- 
fion and every evil work. Manly ftruggles in the 
paths of virtue will nerve the foul. A mind exercifed 
with pure and noble fentiments will expand, will burft 
forth with the luftre of the fun, and difplay its ftrength 
and brightnefs in the dark day of adverfity, like that 
glorious orb, when the clouds of blacknefs and of tem- i 
peft hover round his throne. The fair, too, muft cor- 
gect their errors ; they muft no longer pay tythe of 
mint, cummin, and annis, to the neglect of the weight- bat 
ier matters of the law. Nothing, I can affure them, will 
fo much adorn the temple, as the beauty and graces 
of the inhabitant. Clothe then your minds with the 
robes of light, and enrich them with heavenly food. 
Thus you will be fhielded from the ftorms of life, and 
this vale of tears, from the radiance of your counten- 
ances will glow with all the beauties of the rainbow. ‘ 
I truft my remarks will not give offence. I would not y 
touch with a rude hand the fenfitive plant, nor {catter q 
with a rough wind the fair blofloms of the unfolded 

rofe. ‘To the virtuous, I would be gentle as the * 
fmooth flowing ftream, and tender as the voice of the 
foft breathing lute. But I would fet all the elements 

of virtue in array againft her opponent ; I would flafh 

lightning into the temple of vice, make it tremble with 

thunder, and fink it with an earthquake. 
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